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habitants of the mountain ranges, extending from
the Euxine down to the borders of Egypt, having
taken the side opposed to that then espoused by
Heraclius, these countries, on religious grounds,
were more favourably disposed to the Persian
than to the Christian monarch. Eeligious animosity
being thus fervidly excited at home, was in abey-
ance as between Christian and Parsee. The power
of the two states was equally in abeyance. The
history of time will therefore not afford a con-
juncture more favourable for the interposition be-
tween them of a new system, at once religious and
political, respectfully observing the creed of each,
and employing the sanction of its new faith to esta-
blish beneficial maxims of civil and political freedom.
These were the two conditions of respect for reli-
gious feelings, subversion of governing system, so
as to induce the people to make a sacrifice in regard
to the first in order to secure the benefits of the
latter. This is precisely what was done. The
Unitarian doctrine of Islam, in the sense of the
Grodhead, fell in with the Unitarian doctrines of the
Monophysites and Monothelites, with respect to
Christ; indeed, the same terms were used for both ;
and that hitherto unobserved coincidence of Islam
with the Mazdasnians might seduce the Persians into
the belief that they had but modified the forms of